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President�’s Corner 

 
 
At the Spring 2013 meeting, the membership supported the opposition of HR 716, the removal of 7 
acres of Fort Vancouver out of federal ownership.  Subsequently, a letter was written to key decision 
makers in Washington, DC.   The letter can be read in this issue to CAHO. 
  
I am pleased that the AOA had so many research grant applications.  We also had three students apply 
for the student travel award.  Any suggestions on how to foster archaeological research through the 
AOA is welcomed.  
  
I hope you all have a safe and successful 2013 field season. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Nelson 
AOA President 
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Current Research 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Searching for the Charles and Melinda Applegate Claim Cabin 
 

Christopher Ruiz and Liz Carter 
University of Oregon 

 
 

Introduction 
 
 In the Spring of 2012, the University of Oregon�’s Historic Preservation Program offered a course entitled 
�“Interdisciplinary Approaches to Historic Site Analysis.�”  The intent of the class was to begin bridging the �“communication 
gap�” between historic preservation and archaeology by engaging students of both disciplines in the joint study of sites that 
held a combination of architectural and archaeological features worthy of study.  Using cross-disciplinary methodologies, the 
class conducted preliminary research and site investigation of the Charles and Melinda Applegate House property (Figure 1), 
which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (Hartwig 1974) for its significance related to nineteenth century 
agriculture, architecture, and transportation.  The well-preserved Applegate House, built 1852-56, is the centerpiece of the 
historic property.  
 

Previous investigations had focused almost exclusively on the house, so the primary goal of the 2012 Applegate 
House study was to begin to paint a comprehensive picture of the historical homestead setting and the spatial arrangement of 
various early buildings and structures to the degree possible.  The current landowner (Charles and Melinda�’s descendant), and 
the non-profit Applegate House Heritage Arts and Education (AHHAe) are particularly interested in confirming the location 
of the original claim cabin, other outbuildings (Charles Applegate�’s blacksmith shop, the privy and other structures), and any 
archaeological remains associated with these buildings.  
 
 Field activities in May and October 2012 included pedestrian survey of the areas surrounding the house, the 
examination of the probable Applegate homestead cabin location in the agricultural field (which had been previously identified 
in a general way through family oral history), metal detector survey of the possible cabin location, and site mapping using an 
electronic total station.  A concentration of metal detector alerts was identified in a field west of the house (ca. 20 x 20 meter 
area) within the overall block that correlates roughly to the area in which the family believes the cabin originally stood.  In 
addition, a second cluster of alerts was found in the northeast quadrant of the property at a location that may have been the 
site of the blacksmith shop.  The UO�’s Historic Preservation Program agreed to fund a follow-up course to examine this high 
probability locality in the suspected cabin location.  The primary intent of this work was to hopefully further narrow in on the 
location of the cabin and was not intended as a full exploration of the site.   
 
 Because many farm layouts key off of the location of the earliest buildings, particularly the dwelling(s), identification 
of the cabin location is an important step towards a better understanding of the historical development of the Applegate 
farmstead.  This may in turn enhance understanding of this family�’s daily lives, as well as the development other early 
settlement sites in Oregon.  
 

Cultural Context 
  
 The Applegates came across the Oregon Trail during the Great Migration of 1843, and all three brothers (Jesse, 
Lindsay and Charles) and their families settled in Polk County.  The tragic deaths of three of their party on the Columbia River 
prompted Jesse and Lindsey and others to seek an alternate, less treacherous route into the Willamette Valley.  From Polk 
County, the brothers traveled south to scout a new trail that came to be known variously as the Southern Immigrant Route, 
the Scott-Applegate Trail, and the Applegate Trail.  On their way, the Applegates passed through the Yoncalla area and were 
attracted to the rich valley.  In 1849 Jesse and his family left Polk County, �“...for a place he named Yoncalla in the Umpqua 
Valley.  Charles and Lindsay followed the next year�” all claiming their full allotment of 640 acres (Allen 2003).   
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 When Charles and Melinda Applegate and family arrived in the Yoncalla Valley, they encountered a Komemma village 
of sixty people whose headman was �“Halo.�”  The Applegates and Halo�’s people would live together on the land peaceably for 
generations.  The village site is located approximately 1.3 miles from the Applegate House (O�’Neill 2007:5).  The Charles 
Applegate family, consisting of fifteen people in 1850, lived in a small log cabin for two years prior to the 1852-1856 
construction of the lumber house (U.S. Census records 1850).  The first structures on the site were the log cabin and a 
springhouse, both built in 1850-51, and perhaps of equal importance to the success and health of the farm and family.  
Nothing visible remains of the cabin, but the sandstone-lined pit of the springhouse, located west of the house, has been 
maintained by members of the Applegate family for years.   
 
 In 1854, government land office surveyors described Charles and Melinda�’s claim as �“...about 3/4 level prairie 1st rate 
soil.  Balance hilly 3rd rate with a little oak & fir timber.  40 acres in cultivation.  150 [acres] under fence. Buildings poor.�”  The 
ratio of prairie to woodland would have been ideal, as preparing land for farming or grazing would not have required a lot of 
labor in �“grubbing�” or removing trees and stumps, and wood was still readily available in suitable amounts.  The description of 
�“40 acres in cultivation,�” seems a small amount of improvement after four years on the site; this is either indicative of the 
sheer difficulty in breaking vast amounts of prairie, or perhaps implies Charles Applegate�’s inclination toward ranching rather 
than crop farming.  Because livestock was often allowed to free-range in this period, the �“150 [acres] under fence�” may suggest 
a rather large working area of the farm or ranch - this 150 acres would be the area in which active farming was likely occurring 
- with livestock wandering the remaining open-range acreage.  The �“buildings poor�” notation is curious as the new lumber 
dwelling would have been well underway and visible by 1854.   
 

AREA A 

AREA B

Figure 1. Map of the Applegate house property showing locations of cultural resources; the blue dashed line marks the 
course of an unnamed creek. 
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Construction of the lumber house that stands today 
spanned the four years from 1852 to 1856.  Much of the raw 
material for its construction came from the claim.  Lumber 
was milled from the surrounding timber and stone for the 
fireplaces was quarried from a nearby rock outcrop (yet to be 
identified).  Charles had blacksmithing skills and was able to 
make tools and other iron items.  Window glass and other 
household goods were purchased and shipped to nearby 
Scottsburg, the primary shipping point for Umpqua Valley 
trade.  
 

According to family oral history Charles was 
opposed to plowing his farmstead and he left stream 
channels unaltered.  He did, however, use tiling �– a practice 
used to facilitate the drainage of marshy areas for use as 
agricultural fields.  It is believed that a majority of the tiles are 
still located in the fields to the south and southwest of the 
Applegate House though the exact locations and patterns are 
unknown. Charles and Melinda lived on the farm until their 
deaths in 1879 and 1888 respectively.   
 
 Homestead enhancements throughout the 19th and 
20th century resulted in a number of structures, roads and 
lanes, fences and other features that were constructed, altered 
or removed as the need arose.  As with other Oregon pioneer 
farms, the introduction of new generations of people and 
technology resulted in changes to the landscape.  All of the 
historic nineteenth century outbuildings are now gone, 
though there are several of twentieth century vintage to the 
north of the house.   
 

Although the earliest buildings and fence lines no 
longer stand (the fence line west of the house might be an 
original or very early alignment), it is hoped that archival 
research combined with site analysis may provide a starting 
point from which the cabin and other structures may be 
more definitively located.  If successful, it may be possible to 
begin the process of re-creating (graphically, at least) the 
layout and chronology of this farm�’s early development. 
 

Evidence of the Claim Cabin 
 
 The Applegate�’s log cabin was likely either a single- or double-pen building form; both appeared on the early Oregon 
landscape of the 1840s and 1850s.  In the Applegate�’s southern home states of Tennessee and Kentucky, single-pen and 
double-pen (including the dogtrot and saddlebag plan types) were oft-used plans throughout the settlement period, and a high 
number of emigrants to Oregon originated in these border states, many bringing their building traditions with them.  
  
 Virtually no documentation of the cabin exists, although family tradition places the cabin in the field west of the 
current house (Shannon Applegate personal communication 2012).  Several possible graphic sources have been identified, 
however.  A child�’s sketch found on the inside of a family library volume (purchased by Charles Applegate)  is the only known 
drawing of (presumably) an Applegate cabin, drawn by Harriet Applegate probably sometime in the 1850s (Figure 2).  The 
Harriet Applegate drawing appears to illustrate a single-pen building with a centrally-located door and an end chimney.   
 
 Additionally, a family heirloom violin, made by Buck Applegate in 1886, has a remarkably detailed marquetry scene of 
the farm on its obverse; a building to the west of the house may depict the original cabin (Figure 3).  
 

Figure 3.  A marquetry scene on a heirloom violin made by 
Buck Applegate in 1886. Building to west of lumber house 

indicated by arrow. (Image courtesy of Shannon 
Applegate, photographed by Dr. Thomas Connolly). 

Figure 2. A charcoal pencil drawing by Harriet Applegate 
(1845-1862), probably made sometime in the early or mid-

1850s (Image courtesy of Shannon Applegate, 
photographed by Dr. Thomas Connolly) 
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Archaeological Investigations 
  
 Fieldwork for the Charles and Melinda Applegate Site investigation was conducted during Spring and Fall 2012. 
Archaeologist Dr. Brian L. O'Neill and Dr. Paul Baxter, both of the University of Oregon Museum of Natural and Cultural 
History, oversaw survey of a 40m long by 35 m survey block (Area A: Figure 1) in a field west of the house.  This location was 
chosen for metal detector survey because family oral tradition identified it as the location of the original claim cabin 
(constructed ca. 1850). 
The survey found a cluster of detector alerts toward the north edge of the survey block, suggesting that this location warranted 
further investigation.  
 
 A second location north of the house was examined as the possible location of the blacksmith shop (Area B: Figure 
1).  Numerous depressions are located almost exactly 30 meters north of the main house. The smaller depressions likely 
represent rotted tree stumps. One large depression was encountered measuring approximately 4.5 by 4.5 meters, is very 
probably the site of a previous building (possibly the blacksmith shop). An east-west and north-south metal detector transect 
was oriented to pass through this location. Metal detector survey encountered an anomalously high occurrence of metal alerts 
in this area indicating the presence of high amounts of metal.  Given its dimensions and location, this locality is a high 
probability area for a blacksmith shop.   
 
 A second field visit was conducted on October 6, 2012 to conduct metal detector survey and ground-truthing of a 
targeted area (located in Area A) that had been identified as a high probability area during the previous field visit. The close 
interval survey targeted a 20 by 20-meter area. This survey block was divided into 1 meter wide transects. An archaeological 
permit was acquired prior to the field visit in anticipation of excavation.  One location near the fence line, within the a high 
density field of metal detector alerts, was explored with a 50 x 50 cm test unit (Probe A); a second 50x50 cm unit was placed 
10 meters west of Probe A.  
 
 The upper 30 cm of Probe A produced numerous historical artifacts including machine-cut nails, glass, and 
ammunition. One obsidian flake was recovered from level 7 (60-70 cm).  The probe was excavated to a depth of 90 cm and 
terminated. Additional research has determined that Probe A was in the locality of a no longer extant building that may be the 
original homestead cabin (refer to Figure 3). 
 
 Probe B produced machine-cut nails, glass, and several prehistoric flakes  to a depth of 30 cm below the surface; two 
additional level were excavated and the probe was terminated at a depth of 50 cm. 
 
 

Artifact Assemblage 
  
 A total of 172 artifacts were discovered in two 50 x 50 cm test probes. The artifacts retrieved from the Applegate 
excavation included a variety of domestic, personal, structural and indefinite use objects. Several artifacts were encountered 
that likely date to the mid-to late 19th century.  
 
 The majority of the assemblage contained 77 machine-cut nails, and four unidentified nail fragments. Nails ranged in 
size and were rarely complete. Machine-cut nails were the most common building nail during the 19th century until the 1890s, 
when the wire nail became the predominant form (Berge, 1980).  Notable temporally-diagnostic artifacts include a glass bottle 
base with a pontil mark which is unusual after the 1860s (Lindsey 2012). Also the lamp chimney glass with hand-crimped 
decorative rim was found and likely dates to the 1870s (Woodhead and Sullivan 1984). One percussion cap was recovered 
dating from the 1830s to 1870s (Ricketts 1962). A majority of the artifacts found represent a historic period of occupation 
from mid- to late-ninetieth century.  
  
 Several Native American prehistoric artifacts were collected, including an obsidian triangular biface.  Obsidian sources 
are relatively rare in this area, and therefore this material may have been transported from another place of origin.  This point 
seems to possess its original form and is not thought to have been reworked (Connolly 2012 personal communication).   Two 
CCS flakes and an obsidian flake were encountered. 
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Conclusion 
 
 Field investigations at the Charles and Melinda Applegate House encountered nineteenth and early twentieth century 
artifacts in the field west of the main house, a location family tradition identifies as the site of the original 1850 claim cabin.  
One archival source (a decorated violin; see Figure 2) shows a building at this locality. Current research was unable to verify 
the presence of the 1850 cabin, but has confirmed archaeological remains likely associated with a nineteenth century structure 
are present in this location.  It has also reiterated that there was likely prehistoric land-use of the property 
 
 Nearly all other settlement-period farm groups have suffered the loss of the house or the barn, and most of the 
outbuildings.  In some cases all that remains to signal the existence of a settlement-era grouping are landscape features such as 
large shade trees at the end of a lane that once led to the house.  It is hoped that through this interdisciplinary study of one of 
Oregon�’s premier pioneer sites some additional knowledge about early Oregon buildings and agricultural landscapes 
throughout the state can be acquired and shared with scholars, property owners and the public.  The Applegate property is 
especially promising, due to a relatively robust body of historical family documents that has been preserved. The information 
derived from this and the AHHAe in their educational mission will use future studies. 
 
 As a next step, a study of  the property using archival information and extant features may provide information that 
can be used to reconstruct the property at various stages of development (perhaps a site plan for every five to ten years), using 
the materials available (maps, photographs, written descriptions and testimony, family oral tradition, archaeological findings, 
etc.). 
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An Overview of the Drift Fence Site (35UM169): 
An Upland Camp in the Blue Mountains, Northeastern Oregon 

Kathryn Boula 
 
 

Drift Fence (35UM169) is a large prehistoric site located in the central Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon, 
approximately 10 km south of the town of Ukiah, Umatilla County (Figure 1). The site was first recorded in 1992 as part of 
scoping for improvements at the Drift Fence campground on the Umatilla National Forest.  Surface scatters identified by U. S. 
Forest Service archaeologists during preliminary surveys prompted subsurface testing in 1993 (Jaehnig 1994).  Testing 
conducted indicated a total site area of 11 ha.  Dense concentrations of debitage in the shovel probes prompted further 
exploration over four subsequent field seasons.  Excavations directed by Dr. Fred Jaehnig, Mt. Emily Archaeological Services 
and Gary Popek, U.S. Forest Service.  Investigations ultimately revealed an extensive buried site with evidence of diverse 
subsistence activities.  Numerous scattered groundstone and lithic isolates outside the designated site perimeter suggest that 
the site may actually be larger than 11 ha or that other sites are present nearby.    
 

This article summarizes methods and findings of investigations at Drift Fence.  A full reporting is contained in Boula 
(2006).  

Drift Fence
35UM169
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Oregon. 
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Environmental Setting 

 
 Drift Fence is located within the Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa) climax association (Franklin and Dryness 1988:185).  
The site occupies a gently sloping bench in an ecotone between stands of second-growth timber and open bunchgrass 
�“scabland�”.  Rocky, shallow soils in scabland habitats support subsistence species such as lomatiums (Lomatium spp.) and 
bitterroot (Lewisia rediviva).  A few kilometers north of the site, an extensive wet meadow system fed by Camas Creek supports 
lush stands of camas (Cammasia quamash) and grasses.  Streams that drain the site to the south ultimately join the North Fork of 
the John Day River, which still supports viable populations of Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), steelhead/rainbow 
trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) and resident fish species. Several sites along the North Fork and its tributaries are known as 
important fishing locations for native peoples (Suphan 1974).  Bridge Creek Flats, located immediately west of the site provides 
winter range for large herds of Rocky Mountain elk (Cervis elaphus).  Root crops, other food and medicinal plants and reliable 
water sources are present nearby. While it is impossible to know exactly which subsistence resources were present in the 
distant past, the diversity of contemporary flora and fauna under relatively similar climatic conditions suggests that a similar 
suite of subsistence resources was probably available to ancient occupants.  
 
 

Previous Research 
 

While most early archaeological research in the southern Columbia Plateau was focused on salvage excavations 
conducted in advance of the closure of the Columbia River dams, the �“winter village�” model postulated for the southern 
Plateau assumes substantial use of the uplands to the south (Chatters 2004:67).  Although much less research has in fact 
beenconducted in the uplands, known sites confirm use of  the mountains for thousands of years (Table 1).  
 
 

Table 1.  Selected Prehistoric Sites in the Blue Mountains, Northeastern Oregon. 
 

Site Name (Site Number) Author Site Type Approximate Use Period 
 
 
Pilcher Creek (35UN147) Brauner 1985 Hunting camp 10,000-3,400 B. P. 
 
Evans Creek (35WA548) Nisbet 1983 Hunting camp 8,000-2,500 B. P.  
 
Stockhoff Quarry (35UN52) Womack 1977 Tool stone quarry  8,000-4,000 B. P. 
 
Marshmeadow (35UN95) Hall and Nachtwey 1980 Seasonal camp, resource procurement 6,850 B. P.-historic  
 
Ladd Canyon (35UN74) McPherson et al. 1984   Seasonal camp, resource procurement 6,500 B. P.-historic 
 
A645-0177 (Malheur NF)  Steggell 1983 Seasonal camp  5,000 B. P.-unknown 
 
Highway 3 (35WA144) Draper 1987a Tool manufacture 4,500-2,500 B. P. 
 
Downy Gulch (35WA615) & Reid 1988 Seasonal camp, resource procurement 3,600 -1,180 B. P. 
    Magpie Peak (35WA616)     
 
Little Waterfall (35UM239) Popek (SHPO report) Camp (housepits)   No carbon dates, northern side-

notched point observed 
 
Twin Pines (35BA258) Oetting 1992b Seasonal camp, resource procurement 2,400-1,000 B. P. 
 
Hunting Camp Springs (35WA96) MacDonald 1994 Hunting  camp 1,100-unknown 
    
Drift Fence (35UM169) Boula 2006 Seasonal camp, resource procurement 2,600-500 B. P. 
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Methods 
 
 Initial investigations in 1993 consisted of 103 shovel test probes.  Probes were excavated to bedrock or 20 cm below 
the lowest artifact, whichever was encountered first.  One 1x1 m and four 1x2 m units were also excavated.  Twenty-four 
additional 1x1 m units were excavated over the course of investigations.  Excavations were conducted in controlled, arbitrary 
10 cm levels, with all excavated sediments screened on site through 1/8 inch mesh.  Recognizable formed artifacts found in 
situ were provenienced, assigned a field catalog number and placed in field bags.  Artifacts found in screens were recorded to 
unit, quad and level.  Debitage was aggregated in field bags by level.  Artifacts and debitage were identified, sorted and 
assigned permanent inventory numbers in the lab.  Large ground stone implements (hopper-mortar bases) were measured and 
photographed in the field; four mortars were collected.  Fire-cracked rock (FCR) was counted and weighed in the field, then 
discarded.  Charcoal samples were collected in several locations and submitted to BETA Analytical for carbon 14 dating. A 
number of obsidian artifacts were submitted to Northwest Research Obsidian Studies Laboratory for chemical sourcing.  All 
collected materials are housed at the Supervisor�’s Office of the Umatilla National Forest, Pendleton, Oregon. 
 

Findings 
 
The Artifact Assemblage 
 

As would be expected in a mesic forest environment with poor preservation conditions, stone tools and debitage 
lithics comprised most of the assemblage (Table 2).  The lithic assemblage was diverse, including chipped stone and ground 
stone tools and extremely high densities of debitage.  Non-bifacial chipped stone implements accounted for the majority of the 
assemblage and are important in understanding site function.  This article, however, will focus on the projectile point portion 
of the chipped stone assemblage as integral to establishing a timeline for occupation at the site. 
 

 Projectile Points. Sixty-five entire and broken projectile points 
were classified to seven types found in the Columbia Plateau or Great 
Basin (Table 3). Time-sensitive types, including contracting stem, large 
side-notched, and large corner-notched examples indicated that Drift 
Fence was repeatedly occupied for several centuries (Figures 2 and 3).  
 

While chert, fine-grained andesite and coarse-grained Columbia 
basalt comprised the local lithic resources, obsidian was an important 
component of both the biface (57 %) and debitage (38% by count) 
assemblages.  All sourced obsidian specimens came from Dooley 
Mountain or Whitewater Ridge (Seneca), more than 90 km to the south 
(McDonald 1985).  The absence of obsidian cores or bifacial blanks at the 
site suggested that obsidian was brought to the site in an already-reduced 
form, either by direct procurement or trade (Galm 1994:283). The absence 
of large flakes further suggested that obsidian was a conservatively used 
commodity.  

 

Table 2. Lithic Artifacts from the Drift Fence Site. 
 
Artifact Type Count 
 
 
Projectile Points and fragments 96 
Other Bifaces 54 
Drill/perforator 12 
End scraper 6 
Side scraper 8 
Composite scraper 6 
Knife 13 
Retouch on spall 37 
Core with cutting edge 6 
Core without cutting edge 43 
Retouched flake-unimarginal 82 
Retouched flake-bimarginal 57 
Chopper 7 
Chipped Spokeshave 2 
Ground Spokeshave 5 
Hopper mortar 4 
Pestle 4 
Grinding slab 3 
Hammerstone 15 
Abrader 4 
Grooved coble tool (maul) 1 
Polishing stone 1 
Groundstone fragments 2 
Lithic artifacts of unknown function 4 
Total formed lithic artifacts 472 
Debitage 23,106 
 --------- 
Total Lithic Artifacts 23,578 
 

Table 3.  Projectile Point Type Frequencies and Chronology, 35UM169. 
 
Point Type Time Period Count Percent 
 
 
Desert Side-Notched 1,000 BP-historic 2 3.0 
Rosegate-like Corner-notched  2,000 BP-historic 29 44.6 
Basal-Notched 2,000 BP-historic 6 9.0 
Small Stemmed 2,000 BP-historic 2 3.0 
Gatecliff Contracting Stem 3,800-1,200 BP  3 4.6 
Elko Corner-notched  4,000-1,000 BP 14 22.0 
Tucannon Side-Notched 5,000-2,500 B.P 9 13.8 
  ----- ------- 
Total  65 100.0 
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Groundstone Tools. The groundstone assemblage at Drift Fence is one of the most diverse known for the Blue 
Mountains.  Four hopper mortar bases were found in situ during excavation and one was turned upside down on the surface. 
All had seen considerable use.  In addition to the four mortars collected, two were located outside the excavation units. These 
mortars were left in place.  The presence of two flat milling stones, a technology generally thought to precede hopper mortars, 
suggested use during the Tucannon period (Leonhardy and Rice 1971). Two of the four pestles found at the site may have 
been cached with a mortar near one of the hearth features.  The presence of numerous hammerstones was consistent with 
long-term and/or frequent re-use of the site (Sharrock 1966). Two groundstone artifacts are shown in Figure 4.               
 

Figure 2. Side-notched points from 35UM169. 

Figure 3. Corner-notched points from 35UM169.
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 Non-lithic Artifacts. In addition to lithic materials, bone and ochre were recovered.  Most of the 577 bone 
specimens were small (<10 cm in length) fragments of mammalian long bone. Some specimens were obviously charred; others 
may have been discolored by sediments.  The small size of the fragments was suggestive of grease rendering (VanGalder 
2002).  Ninety-six pieces of red/orange ochre were collected.  Ochre is common in the Blue Mountains, but is not known 
from the immediate area of the site.   
 
 
Features  
 

Excavators at Drift Fence found four discrete concentrations of charcoal, burned soil and compacted soil which they 
identified as hearth features. A fifth feature with the appearance of a hardened floor was described as an �“Occupation 
Surface�”.  Two additional concentrations of fire-cracked-rock were also identified.  
 
 
Site Dating, Cultural Components  

 
Carbon 14 dating of charcoal samples from hearth features returned a maximum site age of 2,600 B.P.; the  most 

recent date was 500 B.P.  Based on radiocarbon dates and time-diagnostic projectile points, five cultural components were 
proposed for the site.   
 

Component I was represented by two hearth features with C14 dates of 2,590-2,470 B.P. and 2,250-2,390 B.P., 
respectively.  Projectile point types associated with Component I included Elko corner-notched and Tucannon phase side-
notched points, commonly found in late Tucannon/early Harder occupations. (Leonhardy and Rice 1971).   A hopper mortar 
base found in a dated context also supported the Harder phase date range of this component.   

 
Component II was present in two excavation units with a date range of 1,620 to 1,260 B.P. determined by    C14 dating 

of charcoal samples. No time-sensitive artifacts were present in either location. Component III was present as a single mid-
Harder date of 1,240-970 B.P., as determined by charcoal dating. No time-sensitive artifacts were found at the level of the 
charcoal sample.  Both of the Component IV dates (650-510 B.P. and 520-300 B.P.) came from charcoal in FCR 
concentrations.  A small corner-notched point found in a hearth dated at 550 ± 50 B.P. supported this age designation.  
Finally, Component V was proposed as a possible period of transition from dart to bow and arrow technology reflected in the 
presence of both Elko and Rosegate points, as suggested by Burtchard (1998:126). 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 4. Ground stone artifacts from 35UM169. 
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Discussion 
 
 The Drift Fence site is the largest known pre-contact seasonal camp in the North Fork John Day River drainage and 
the only known site of its type for at least an 80 km radius.  The diversity and density of artifacts recovered at the site point to 
a base camp used to procure a wide variety of food and material resources and provide clues as to subsistence and mobility 
patterns among ancient occupants.  The exceptionally high percentage of obsidian in the projectile point assemblage indicates 
that hunting was an important activity at the site; the source of obsidian highlights connections to the southern periphery of 
the Plateau cultural area. Comparison of the Drift Fence collection with artifacts from other seasonal camps in the Blue 
Mountains could provide additional insights as to the spectrum of use of the uplands.   Time-sensitive projectile points 
underscore longevity of use, and the variety of point types invites investigation of cultural diffusion across the Columbia 
Plateau/Great Basin transitional zone. Finally, evidence from Drift Fence confirms significant use of the Blue Mountain 
uplands by Plateau (and probably northern Great Basin) peoples for more than 2,000 years.    
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The 2013 State of Jefferson meeting will be in Yreka, California on Thursday and Friday May 2nd and 3rd, 
at the Siskiyou County Museum. Organizers are Jeanne Goetz (jgoetz@fs.fed.us) and John Hitchcock 

(patnjohn22@gmail.com). A more formal announcement is pending, but meanwhile get the dates on your calendar 
and think about giving a paper. Please contact Jeanne or John for more information. 
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OREGON ARCHAEOLOGY CELEBRATION (OAC)  
October 1 thru October 31, 2013 

 
CALL FOR OREGON ARCHAEOLOGY CELEBRATION 2013 EVENTS 

Events are Due by June 1, 2013 to be listed in the Calendar of Events 
 
 
 

Events may be anything having to do with archaeology or related fields (history, paleontology, �“traditional�’ 
lifeways and crafts).  An event can be a display, talk, tour, demonstration, performance, exhibit, classroom 
activity - anything from which people can learn about Oregon�’s heritage! 
 
The purpose of this annual "Celebration" is to inspire and inform people about Oregon's prehistoric and 
historic heritage with activities offered throughout the state.  The activity you or your group gives for 
OAC, along with those activities others give, is the basis for the "Celebration." 
  
The committee for OAC creates a poster and a Calendar of Events and distributes thousands of them 
throughout the state.  The Calendar of Events lists celebration activities submitted to the committee. 
 
Please provide the information below for your event(s) to be included Calendar of Events.  The official 
celebration runs the month of October but the calendar will advertise events beginning September 1, 2013 
and beyond, space permitting.  If this is an event as you have done in a previous year, please confirm the 
event information including the 2013 date(s) and contact info.  
 
 
TOWN:                                                 DATE:                                                TIME:                                                          .              
 
EVENT TITLE & PRESENTER: 
 
LOCATION/ADDRESS: 
 
SPONSOR:                                                                           PHONE:_________________________________________ 
 
FOR:   CHILDREN: _______    ADULTS: ________ FEE: _______ HANDICAP ACCESS? ___________________      
 
CONTACT NAME: __________________________________ E-MAIL: ____________________________________ 
 
PHONE: _______________________   WEBSITE: _______________________________________________ 
 
EVENT DESCRIPTION: 
 
 
 
 
PROJECTED AUDIENCE SIZE:_________________________________________________________  
 
 
I would like               calendars and/or                  posters to advertise my and others activities for OAC. 
  
E-MAIL YOUR COMPLETED FORM BY JUNE 1, 2013 TO:  Kurt Roedel -- Kurt.Roedel@odot.state.or.us 
 Work phone -- (503) 986-6571 
 

For additional information, contact Kurt Roedel (503) 986-6571 or Jorie Clark at (541) 737-1575. 
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Rimrock Draw Rockshelter 
University of Oregon Archaeological Field School �– June 24-August 2, 2013 
University of Oregon Paleoethnobotany Field Class �– July 8-July 26, 2013 

 
Rimrock Draw is a stemmed point site near Riley, Oregon. This site has already produced some exciting finds and by attending 
the 2013 field school you can be a part of this important investigation. The abundance of cultural material makes Rimrock 
Draw Rockshelter an exciting new early Holocene site with great potential for multiple lines of research and a 
wealth of learning opportunities. This program is certified by the Register of Professional Archaeologists (RPA). 
Enrollment applications are now being accepted. 
 
This summer's field school will continue excavations that began in September 2011 and continued through the 2012 
field season. A paleobotany field school will also run for three weeks and offer four credits of instruction, and a two 
day Lithic Technology workshop is included.  
 
For three weeks, Paleoethnobotany students will team up with the University of Oregon Archaeology Field School 
at Rimrock Draw Rockshelter. This class is designed to introduce students to methods associated with 
macrobotanical investigations at archaeological sites. Students will gain hands-on experience with collecting, 
processing and identifying seeds, charcoal and other plant remains preserved in the site. The PEB field class 
provides a rare opportunity for archaeology and paleoethnobotany students to work collaboratively in the field.  

 
Please contact Margaret Helzer (mmhelzer@gmail.com) or Patrick O�’Grady (pogrady@uoregon.edu), 

Or visit our website at http://uoregon.edu/~ftrock/ for details 
 
 

2012 Paleoethobotany field lab. Rimrock Draw Rockshelter, 2011 

Pleistocene megafauna tooth enamel fragments

Charred Scirpus (bulrush) seed (mm scale)
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Membership can be renewed on line!   
http://www.associationoforegonarchaeologists.org/Membership_info.html 

 
Your membership dues help support a number of programs and publications which promote research, cultural resources
protection, and public education. These programs include:

Annual AOA Research Grant
CAHO (Current Archaeological Happenings in Oregon), the AOA Newsletter
Occasional Papers series
Fall Annual Business Meeting and Spring Meeting
Northwest Anthropological Conference Activities
Public Education through Oregon Archaeology Month Sponsorship
Legislative update network
AOA representation at public hearings, planning, and regulatory meetings

**Remember, memberships are for the calendar year, January 1st to December 31st.

Chantel Saban �– AOA Logo Contest Winner 
 
Congratulations to Chantel Saban for creating the new AOA logo, selected from a pool 
of nearly 20 submissions by vote of the members at the spring meeting held in 
conjunction with the Northwest Anthropological Conference in Portland.  

Jorden Peery �– AOA Student Paper Award Winner 
 
The AOA congratulates Jorden Peery, of the Southern Oregon University, 
who was selected to receive the $300 student paper award.  The award is 
designed to encourage participation in the Northwest Anthropological 
Conference by serving as a travel incentive.  Jorden�’s paper, which she 
presented at the conference, was titled �“An Analysis of Charmstones and 
Incised Stones from the Marial Site (35CU84).�”  The paper will be published 
in the next edition of CAHO.
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Dennis Jenkins �– AOA Research Grant Recipient 

 
Congratulations to Dennis Jenkins for his successful AOA grant proposal, selected from a pool of exceptional 
applicants: 
 

Grant Proposal Title: Archaeoloentomological Analysis of Insect Fossils from Pre-Mazama To Late 
Pleistocene Contexts at the Paisley Caves. 

 
Context/Background:  
 
The Paisley Caves contain the oldest directly dated human remains�—in the form of DNA in coprolites�—in the 
Western Hemisphere.  The National Science Foundation provided funding for DNA analysis, radiocarbon dating, 
and field work but failed to fund grant proposals requesting support for vital paleo climatic and ecological analyses 
which could accurately inform about the paleo environments that people lived in and the environmental changes to 
which they had to adapt. Excavations and analyses at this internationally famous site are now starting their second 
decade and it is time to begin gathering the information necessary to accurately reconstruct the paleoenvironments 
at the site, particularly for periods of dramatic climatic change as the late Pleistocene/early Holocene transition.   
 
Statement of Significance: 
 
Insects are very sensitive to temperature and botanical change and are, therefore, excellent indicators of changing 
paleoclimatic and environmental change. A small number of insects (n=42) from 12,400 year old deposits in Paisley 
Cave 1 were analyzed by Scott A. Elias (2012).  He reports: 
 

�“I have now completed my identifications of the Paisley Cave insect fossils. I was able to identify 22 taxa 
in four orders of insects and one order of arachnids. Among these I identified 15 taxa to the species level. 
. .The fauna is really very interesting, as it contains only a few taxa that live in the Great Basin today. Most 
of the species I identified live in much cooler places, such as British Columbia, northern Washington, or 
the mountains of California. I haven�’t worked out all the details yet, but the two SR-8105/2011 PC-254 
assemblages are definitely characterized by a cool-adapted fauna, indicating much cooler and wetter 
conditions than are found at the site today. By the way, if you know the modern mean July temperature 
and mean annual precipitation at or near the site, please send that information to me, as well. That way I 
can calculate just how different the late glacial climate was.�” 

 
I propose to have Martin E. Adams, a Porltand-based archaeoentomologist in Portland, conduct the analysis of 
insects recovered from Paisley Caves 2.  The sample will include 619 elements (complete insects to individual 
appendages and pupa sacks) in 61 five centimeter unit level bags representing a complete column beginning at the 
base of Mt. Mazama tephra (6790±15 14C yr BP) to the floor of the cave (12,425±30 14C yr BP). Many of these will 
not generate much new information due to their fragmentary condition, but even 10-20% should provide sufficient 
information to identify insect species highly sensitive to temperature change. 

Paisley Caves  
Mormon cricket  
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The membership voted at the fall meeting to express to Washington and Oregon legislators our opposition 
to HR 716 which would transfer 7 acres of the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site out of federal ownership; 
the following is the text of the letter sent: 
 

 
April 1, 2013 

 
Dear _______, 
 
I am writing you on behalf of the membership of the Association of Oregon Archaeologists (AOA) regarding our 
opposition of HR 716, the transfer of 7 acres of the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site out of federal ownership. 
The AOA is a nonprofit organization composed of archaeologists who foster scientific archaeological research and 
the protection of cultural resources.  
  
Fort Vancouver is one of the most important historical sites in the development of the Pacific Northwest and 
Oregon, and the site�’s buried elements place it among the most important historic archaeological sites in the region. 
Fort Vancouver was the administrative and political center Hudson�’s Bay Company�’s (HBC) Columbia District at a 
time in history when there were no boundaries between Washington and Oregon, and their management area 
covered the lands north to Canada, south to the California border, west to the Pacific Ocean and east to the Rocky 
Mountains, and thus the protection of this national treasure is of great regional concern. Beginning in 1829, 
employees of the HBC at Fort Vancouver began to settle the Willamette Valley, and by 1843, there were over 200 
farms established by people who came from Fort Vancouver/HBC, representing the dominant non-native 
population in Oregon at that time. This deep connection to the development of Oregon�’s history is why members of 
the AOA are concerned with this transfer. 
  
There also exists a high probability of finding Native American burials on the 7 acre parcel. The lack of protection 
of those burials will received if transferred out of federal ownership. Members of the AOA work closely with our 
tribal partners in Oregon and Washington to protect sensitive archaeological sites, such as Fort Vancouver. 
Compliance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) is extremely important 
to the cultural resource management of Fort Vancouver and moving the land out of federal ownership will 
undermine the protection of those sensitive resources. 
  
At present, Fort Vancouver is mandated to not only comply with NAGPRA, but also the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA), the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) and the American Indian Religions 
Freedom Act (AIRFA). All these laws have been put in place to protect important archaeological and sacred sites, 
such as Fort Vancouver. If passed, HR 716 will move the 7 acres into City of Vancouver ownership, eliminating an 
ownership status that provides the property its greatest legal protections.  We believe that the National Park Service 
(NPS) is clearly the most suitable steward of these 7 acres.  
  
The AOA membership is very concerned that irreversable impacts to non-renewable cultural resources will occur. 
Policy actions regarding the property should give highest priority to the perpetual protection of this nationally 
significant heritage site. Again, we ask that you oppose HR 716 and protect one of the most important 
archaeological sites in the Pacific Northwest. Please contact me if you have any questions at njnelson@mail.com or 
503-585-8433.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nancy J. Nelson, President 
Association of Oregon Archaeologists 
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c/o UO Museum of Natural & Cultural History  
1224 University of Oregon  
Eugene, OR 97403-1224  

PLEASE FORWARD  
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED    FIRST CLASS 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
May 9-10, 2013:  Oregon Heritage Conference, Portland, Oregon 
May 8-10, 2013: The Archaeology Channel Conference on Cultural Heritage Film 
October 2013:  Oregon Archaeology Celebration 
October 2-5, 2013: 71st Annual Plains Anthropological Conference, Loveland, CO 
October 17-19, 2013: PaleoAmerican Odyssey Conference, Santa Fe, NM 
November 20-24, 2013: American Anthropological Association, 112th Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL 
January 8-12, 2014: Society for Historical Archaeology/Underwater Archaeology, Quebec City, Canada 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


