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Heritage Music Day in August Save These Dates:
Spring Tea: May 11
Music Heritage Day: August 24 

f it is spring, there must be 
a Spring Tea at Applegate 
House! And indeed there 

is. This year’s tea will be on 
Saturday, May 11 from 2:00 
pm to 4:00 pm. The cost is 
$15 per person (still!), with the 
proceeds helping to fund our 
youth education programs. The 
tea always fills up, so reserve early 
by sending a check to Sue Winn, 
AHHAe Treasurer, at 7179 
Scotts Valley Road, Yoncalla 
(97499).

Spring Tea May 11

I

The Old House 
Renewed

“A

ast fall a group of students from the University of Oregon 
conducted an exploratory archaeological dig on the grounds 
of the Applegate House. Led by historical archaeologist Chris 

Ruiz from the University’s Museum of Natural and Cultural 
History and our own Board member Liz Carter, adjunct professor 
in the Historic Preservation Program, the students examined 
what we believe to be the site of the original homestead cabin of 
Charles and Melinda Applegate, which was built in 1849 and 
served as a home for the family until they could move into the big 
house sometime after 1852. One of Buck’s fiddles (see above) and 
a drawing by Harriette offered some clues about the cabin and 
its location. The preliminary dig, which is being written about 
by Liz and Chris for publication by the Association of Oregon 
Archaeologists, has turned up enough interesting material to 
convince them that the site is worth further study. 

The dig was part of an ongoing collaboration between AHHAe 
and the University of Oregon, resulting in a number of interpretive 
panels that will be on display at Music Heritage Day and other 
public events at Applegate House. 

ummer of last year 
we embarked on the 
ambitious project of 

painting the Applegate 
House. Thanks to the generosity 
of the Bluestone Foundation, 
Applegate family members, and 
the friends of Applegate House 
we raised $10,000 for the project. 
And thanks to the skill and 
generosity of the painter and her 
helpers, we managed to complete 
the job for this amount. This 
was no small task because in the 
process of prepping the house for 
painting we discovered the need 
for some fairly extensive repairs. 
The Old House now shines with 
a new radiance, and its fine old 
boards are protected for another 
decade or so.

L
Archaeologists Dig Us

S

Tale of Three Fiddles” will be the theme of our big event 
for the year—Heritage Music Day on Saturday, August 24. 
The story of two of the fiddles is well known to anyone who 

has toured the Applegate House. Made in 
1895 by George “Buck” Applegate for his 
twin daughters, Eva and Evea, these finely 
crafted instruments are notable for the artful 
scenes on their backs, beautifully executed in 
wood inlay (marquetry). A third fiddle, also 
featuring a marquetry scene on its back, and 
probably the inspiration for the two fiddles 
made by Buck, has recently been located. 
That instrument was the proud possession of 
pioneer fiddler Henry Lane, “a rambler and 

a gambler,” who loved young Harriette Applegate. The connection 
between his fiddle and those made by various Applegate descendents 
a generation later inspires our celebration of music, artifacts, and good 
old fashioned story-telling. 

Arthur W. Johnson, Buck’s nephew (Fanny Applegate’s fifth child), 
bought the “Hen Lane fiddle” from John L. Applegate in 1938. Son, 
Arthur F. Johnson, crafted many stringed instruments during his life. 
We are hoping that the present owner of the fiddle, grandson Douglas 
Johnson, will be able to join us from Maryland for the occasion.

Talks on the role of music in pioneer and Native American life 
will also be featured, along with enough drumming, strumming, and 
fiddling to keep your feet tapping all day long. Food will be provided 
by the Komemma Cultural Protection Association, the proceeds 
helping to support their ongoing educational programs to keep alive 
the spirit and lore of the native people of Yoncalla.
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e are continuing 
our youth education 
offerings with after-

school classes for elementary 
students and in-school 
enrichment classes for middle-
school students in the spring 
and the fall. Esther Stutzman 
and Susan Applegate draw on 
their extensive knowledge of 
native and pioneer history and 
heritage arts to teach these 
classes. A generous grant from 

the Whipple Family Foundation 
helps make these programs 
possible, but we also depend on 
donations from the friends of 
Applegate House. If you would 
like to make a donation, send a 
check to Sue Winn, AHHAe 
Treasurer, at 7179 Scotts Valley 
Road, Yoncalla, 97499, and put 
“Youth Education Programs” on 
the memo line. Donations are tax 
deductible.

W
Youth Education Programs

Consult our web site, www.applegatehouse.com, for more up-to-date information throughout the year.

Our Website and 
Facebook Page
Jessica Applegate-Brown, 
Shannon’s daughter, has taken 
on the task of maintaining our 
web site (www.applegatehouse.
com) and Facebook page (see 
link on the web site). A visit to 
either or both of these Internet 
sites will help you keep up to date 
on Applegate House news and 
events and reward you with some 
nice photos of our past events. 


